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The entire medical enterprise — theoretical and clinical research as well as ac-
tual medical practice — has human health as its ultimate end. Health, as well as
disease and illness, must always be in the focus of medical attention; ...... The
concepts of health and disease therefore have a self-evident locus in the center
of medicine’s conceptual network. The other medical notions are parasitic upon
health and disease. Satisfactory theories of the former presuppose a clear under-
standing of the latter.

—— Nordenfelt, [29, p.xiii]
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